Minutes of the Local Preachers Meeting - Tuesday 8th December 2009, at Grove Road.

Leslie Simms led opening Devotions.

The Chairman informed the meeting that Mr. Geoffrey Weeks has become a member of the Evangelical Church, on the Jennyfield Estate; this will affect his status as a local preacher.
The Secretary to write a letter in appreciation of his dedicated service to the Methodist Church over many years.

Present: 6 Ministers, 2 Deacons, 11 Local Preachers

Apologies 1 Minister, 6 Worship Leaders

Minutes of the meeting held on the 9th September were accepted and signed as a true record.

Matters arising none.

Pastoral Update: The meeting stood in silent respect in thanking God for the lives of the Rev Geoffrey Wilkinson, Mrs Kathleen Robinson, and Mr Philip Rhodes.

Worship Leaders:
8 persons began the new Worship Leaders course led by Stuart Garside, but only four completed the course. Two from the Knaresborough Circuit and two in the Harrogate Circuit.
Arrangements to be made for each new Worship Leader to be received in a special service held in their respective chapels.
Concern was expressed, that preachers do not make sufficient use of our Worship Leaders.
We need to recognize that each Worship Leader has their own particular gifts.

Circuit Services as per plan.

Local Preacher on Trial: Simon Charters:
	
Tutor’s Report: 

A confidential verbal report was presented to the meeting.

Simon will be taking a Trial Service at Killinghall on the morning of Sunday 10th January 2010.

Resources in our Churches: All churches have now sent in their information as required.

Local Preachers Study Day, in Ripon on the 22nd April 2010, with Martyn Atkins.

Correspondence: Supporting Local Preachers
A questionnaire prepared following the 2009 Methodist Conference entitled “A consultation about continuing development” was filled in by each preacher present. The result to be sent to the Methodist Church House by the 5th February2010.

What are the major challenges, which face local preachers today?

1. Variety of expectations of churches today.
2. Making the Gospel relevant to a secular world.
3. Many books too expensive to buy.
4. Courses too expensive.

What are the ways in which the Connexion can best support the ministry of local preachers?

1. Handbook for preachers.
2. Website or video on line.
3. Financial assistance in buying a commentary.
4. Dedicated training fund.

School of Theology – Trinity 6th February 2010 

Any Other Business:

Following discussion it was decided to arrange a “Workshop” for Worship Leaders and Preachers, at Starbeck Methodist Church on Saturday 3rd July possibly from 9-30am to 2pm.

Stuart Garside to be asked, to send out the invitations to all Worship Leaders.

Deacon David Hunt to acquire information relating to the “Friendly Family Church”

More details to be arranged later.

Future Meetings
	Thursday 4th March 2010, Killinghall
	Thursday 17th June 2010, Woodlands
	Tuesday 7th September 2010, (Venue to be decided)
